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said inside belt like member comprising two belt like submembers which are 
separable detachably from each other along a line extending in the longitudinal direction; 
and 

one side end of said inside belt like member being joined to one side end of said 
ofjtside belt like member and the other side end of said inside belt like member being 
joined to the other side end of said outside belt like member to form a flat tube. 

5. (Amended) The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein said flat 
tabular member comprises an outside belt like member and an inside belt like member; 

at least said inside belt like member comprising a cushioning material provided 
irjtemally. 

REMARKS 

The Office Action dated June 18, 2002 has been received and carefully noted. 

Tjhe above amendments and the following remarks are submitted as a full and complete 

i 

response thereto. 

| Claims 1-9 are pending in the current application. By this Response, Applicant 
cancels claims 8 and 9, and amends claims 1-5. Therefore, claims 1-7 are respectfully 
submitted for consideration. 

Claims 3-5 were objected to because of informalities. Claims 3-5 have been 
^mended as shown on the attached Marked-Up Copy of the claims to overcome this 
objection. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the objection to 
claims 3-5. 
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Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Fulgenzi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,387,028). Applicant respectfully traverses this 
rejection because Fulgenzi et al. fails to disclose teach or suggest all the feature recited 

in s rejected claim 1 , upon which claims 2-5 depend. 

i 

Amended claim 1 recites 1 a seat belt cover for covering a seat belt used in a seat 
belt system of a motor vehicle for holding an occupant. The seat belt system includes a 
single seat belt which is fixed to the body of the motor vehicle at its lower end and which is 
retractably wound up on a retractor provided on the body of the motor vehicle at is upper 
ehd. The seat belt system also includes a slip which guides the seat belt to the retractor 
when the seat belt is wound up, and a through-tongue which has an aperture through 
which the seat belt passes and which is detachably secured to the body of the motor 
vehicle. The seat belt cover includes a flat tubular member through which the seat belt is 
piassed to be covered therewith, wherein, the flat tubular member has i) a slit-shaped 
opening provided at its lower end and having a width larger than the width of the 
through-tongue and ii) a slit-shaped opening provided at its upper end and having a width 
which is enough to pass the seat belt but not enough to pass the through-tongue. 

Fulgenzi et al. fails to disclose, teach or suggest a seat belt system which 
includes a single seat belt which is fixed to the body of the motor vehicle at its lower end 
ajnd which is retractably wound up on a retractor provided on the body of the motor 
vjehicle at its upper end. Fulgenzi et al. also fails to disclose, teach or suggest a seat 
kjelt system which includes a slip guide which guides the seat belt to a retractor when 

the seat belt is wound up or a through-tongue which has an aperture through which the 

i 

sjeat belt passes and which is detachably secured to the body of the motor vehicle. 
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i 

In contrast to the present invention, the occupant harness of Fulgenzi et al. 
necessarily utilizes a fiajr of belts (see Fulgenzi' et al. at column 1 , line 39, and Figs, 1 , 
4, 6a and 6b). 

Moreover, as discussed above, the seat. belt and the through-tongue, as recited 
iri claim 1 of the present invention, are separate and discrete elements. The seat belt is 
passed through both the seat belt and the through-tongue. 

Conversely, the harness disclosed by Fulgenzi et al. includes a pair of tongue 
members 20 and 22 (Col. 2, lines 17-18), and each of the tongue member includes the 
uipper portion 24, an intermediate portion 26, and the tongue portion 28 (Col. 2, lines 34- 
3.6). These portions are not separate, but integrated. 

Moreover in the present invention, as recited in claim 1, the through-tongue has 
an aperture through which the belt is passed. 

In contrast, neither the intermediate portion 26 nor the tongue portion 28, 
disclosed by Fulgenzi et al. has an aperture through which the seat belt can be passed. 
Therefore neither the Intermediate portion 26 nor the tongue portion 28 can correspond 
to the through-tongue of claim 1 as suggested by the Examiner. 

Consequently, claim 1 is patentable or Fulgenzi et al. Therefore, Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) over 
Fulgenzi et al. 

Claims 2-5 depend directly from claim 1 and are, therefore, patentable for at least 
the same reasons as claim 1 . Thus, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
rejection of claims 2-5 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) over Fulgenzi et al. 

j 

fECH/138896.1 . 5 - . (09/938,525) 

Received from < 202 857 6395 > at 10/3/02 9:40:29 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



OCT. 3. 2002 9:38AM ARENT FOX DC4 



NO. 4580 P. 7 



Claim 8 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §io2(b) as being anticipated by Saenz 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,699,401 ). 

Claim 8 has been cancelled rendering its rejection moot. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 8 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) over 
Saenz. 

Claims 6 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
oyer Fulgenzi et al. in view of Saenz. 

Claims 6 and 7 depend from claim 1 . As discussed above, Fulgenzi et al. fails to 
disclose, teach or suggest all the features recited in amended claim 1 . 

Saenz fails to remedy the deficiencies of Fulgenzi et al., as it is merely directed 
to a removable seat belt cover including an elongated foldable length of base material, 
which includes a protective cushion portion adapted to surround a selected portion of a 
seat belt when the base material is folded thereabout. In addition, Saenz discloses that 
the base material includes an article retainer. 

Therefore, claims 6 and 7, by their dependency from claim 1 are patentable over 
the combination of Fulgenzi et al and Saenz. Thus, Applicant respectfully request 
vyithdrawal of the rejection of claims 6 and 7 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Fulgenzi et 
al. and Saenz. 

If for any reason the Examiner determines that the application is not in condition 
for allowance, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact by telephone, the 
Applicants' undersigned Attorney at the indicated telephone number to arrange for an 
interview to expedite the disposition of this application. 
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In the event that this paper is not being timely filed, the Applicant respectfully 
petitions for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an extension together 
with any additional fees may be charged to Counsel's Deposit Account No. 01-2300 
making reference to Attorney Docket No. 024015-00002. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DRAFT 



Charles D. Buskey 
Registration No. 46,592 



Customer No. 004372 

ARENT FOX KINTNER PLOTKIN & KAHN, PLLC 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339 
Tel: (202)857-6000 
Fax: (202)638-4810 

CDB 

Enclosures: Marked-Up Copy of Claims 
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MARKED UP COPY OF THE CLAIMS 

1. (Amended) A CQgt Kplf ww»r far revering a seat belt used In a seat belt 
system of a motor vehicle for holding an occupant, said seat belt system comprising a 
sinole seat beit which is fixed to the body of the moto r vehicle at ita lower end and which is 
retractablv wound up on a retractor provid ed on the bodv of the motor vehicle at is upper 
end, a slip which guides the seat belt to s aid retractor when the seat belt is wound up. and 
a throuoh-tongue which has an aperture through which the se at belt passes and which is 
detachablv secured to the bod y of the motor vehicle, s aid seat belt cover comprising: 

a flat tubular member through which sajd [a] seat belt [of a motor vehicle] is passed 
to be covered therewith, wherein[;L 

said flat tubular member has i) a slit-shaped opening provided at its lower end and 
having a width larger than the width of [a] sajd through-tongue and ii) a slit-shaped 
opening provided at its upper end and having a width which is enough to pass the seat 
belt but not enough to pass the through-tongue. 

2. (Amended) The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , which is so 
constructed that, when the seat belt is unused and the seat belt is wound up on [a] sajd 
retractor [provided in the body of a motor vehicle], the upper end of said seat belt cover 
stops at [a] sajd slip guide[ which guides the seat belt to the retractor], and at the same 
time the through-tongue is received into the interior of said seat belt cover and stops at the 
upper end of the seat belt cover. 
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3. (Amended) The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein the 
slit-shaped opening made at the lower end of the flat-tubular seat belt cover Is notched 
upward at [the] right-and-left [both] ends of the opening. 

4. (Amended) The seat belt cover according to claim 1, wherein said flat tube 
tubular member comprises an outside belt like member and an inside belt like member; 

said inside belt like member comprising two belt like submembers which are 
separable detachably from each other along a line extending in the longitudinal direction; 
and 

one side end of said inside belt like member being joined to one side end of said 
outside belt like member and the other side end of said inside belt like member being 
joined to the other side end of said outside belt like member to form a flat tube. 

5. (Amended) The seat belt cover according to claim 1 , wherein said flat 
[tube] tubular member comprises an outside belt like member and an inside belt like 
member, 

at least said inside belt like member comprising a cushioning material provided 
internally. 



i 
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